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USB port

Kensington Lock port

Expression 
and sustain 
pedal inputs

MIDI in and 
out ports

Back Panel

Now press the + and - buttons again to exit from Help mode.

MIxER AND PLUg-IN BUTTONS

The Mixer and Plug-in buttons are for switching the operation of the Faders/

Encoders between MIDI mode and when working with Automap. These are 

available when your music software is up and running. 

FUNCTION BUTTONS

These buttons are used to access deeper functionality of the Impulse. More about 

this is explained in the User Guide on the DVD. 

Holding down the ‘Shift’ button will access additional features on certain buttons. 

The functions are shown by the labels in white boxes.  

USB PORT

For connection to a computer using the USB cable supplied, or for stand-alone  

use to connect to a USB power supply (not included).

ExPRESSION AND SUSTAIN PEDAL

Standard connections for popular sustain and expression pedals. 

MIDI IN AND OUT

For connecting to equipment with a standard MIDI In and Out.

KENSINgTON LOCK

For connecting a Kensington Lock cable for security purposes.
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Installation and Setup
Insert the Impulse Installer DVD-ROM into your 

computer’s DVD drive

If you wish to use the included Ableton Live Lite 

software then run the installer and follow the  

on-screen instructions

Run the Automap installer and follow the  

on-screen instructions

After installation the Automap 

Software Setup page will  

be shown:  

STEP 1  Select your music 

software from the list on the left 

hand side 

STEP 2  Select the Impulse from 

the drop-down menu on the right 

hand side

STEP 3  Press the Setup button 

to begin the setup process

Follow the steps in the on-screen setup guide that is specific to your music software.

At the end of the setup process the Impulse and Automap will be configured to work with your  

music software.

Note, when running, the Automap window can be accessed from the menu bar (Mac) or task bar (Windows)

MAC

MAC PC

MAC

STEP 1
STEP 2 STEP 3

PC

PC
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Using Impulse with your  
Music Software
After installation and successful setup start your DAW (Digital Audio Workstation). You will see on the 

Impulse that the fader/s are in mixer mode and the encoders are in plug-in mode. At this point it would be 

good to create a new song with at least eight tracks. These can be audio, MIDI or instrument tracks.

• Open the mixer view in your DAW and move the fader/s on the Impulse - you should see the track volumes 

moving on screen

Note, pot-pickup is enabled by default. This means that a fader on screen will not move initially until the 

physical fader has been moved past the postion of the on-screen fader. This is in order to avoid sudden 

jumps and can be switched off in Automap preferences if required.

• Select a track and load a plug-in

Note, in some DAWs you will see both the original plug-in names and Automap enabled plug-ins.  

Be sure to select an Automap enabled plug-in - names have (automap) at the end.

• Open the plug-in window so you can see the controls. Turn the encoders on the Impulse and you should 

see controls in the plug-in window move

For further information see the User Guide for Impulse and Automap on the included DVD.

Congratulations! You now have DAW control working with Impulse
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 Ableton Live Lite
 Ableton Live has additional functionality when used with the Impulse. 

Pressing the Roll and Arp buttons together engages 

Clip Launch mode. 

The pads will change colour to represent the status 

of the first eight tracks of clips in Live on the currently 

selected scene:

GreeN is clip playing

AMBer is clip loaded 

reD is clip selected for record

Tapping an amber or green pad will start playback.

When in Session View the FF and REW transport 

buttons will move scene selection up and down. 

Pressing the LOOP button will trigger the  

selected scene. 

In Arrangement View the buttons revert to transport functions.

For further information see the User Guide on the DVD.

Registration and Support
Thanks for choosing the Novation Impulse.

Please register your Impulse online at:

www.novationmusic.com/support/register_product/

For customer support, please contact us online:

www.novationmusic.com/support

Novation is a registered trade mark of Focusrite Audio Engineering Limited. Impulse is a trade mark of 

Focusrite Audio Engineering Limited. 2011 © Focusrite Audio Engineering Limited. All rights reserved.
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